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Our ref: ERC0177 

Date: 14 April 2015 

 

Demand management incentive scheme – submissions to consultation paper made 
through Choice website 

Choice provided the opportunity for individuals to provide a submission to the AEMC’s consultation 
paper on the demand management incentive scheme rule change through its website. To facilitate 
this, Choice provided a template submission that people were able to add their name to and forward 
to the AEMC by email. 
 
The AEMC received a total of 1,106 submissions from the public through Choice’s website. Of these 
submissions, 1,067 followed the template submission, which is set out below.  
 
A list of those individuals that provided template submissions is contained in pages two to eight of this 
document. This list does not include the 27 people that requested their names not be made public. 
 
The AEMC also received a further 39 submissions that deviated from the template, which are 
reproduced in pages nine to 47 of this document. 
 
 
 
Template submission 
 
Dear AEMC, 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
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List of Choice members that provided submissions 
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Sue Thomas 
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Sally Bettenay 
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Ralph Carlisle 
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Caroline Sinclair 
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Elizabeth Robinson 
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Wayne Murphy 
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Gareth Johnston 
Simone Riley 
John Milne 
Peter Robinson 
Richard Lock 
Kathryn Moritz 
Patrcia Hardy 
Barbara Armitage 
James Rawson 
Suzie France 
Chris Bone 
Ruth Gibbs 
Alan Johnston 
Dax Kukulj 
Andrew Grenfell 
Christine Malinowski 
Zoe Tylee 
Marilyn Stoneham 

Philippa Mansor 
Christine Stevenson 
Margaret Stevenson 
Anne Bell 
Barbara Hunt 
David Innes 
Kari Saarikko 
Lea Casey 
Angel Ioannou 
Howard Witt 
Patricia Newnham 
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Stephen Trist 
Elizabeth Barbato 
Michael Perkins 
John Burchett 
Peter Sas 
Subramaniam Sivasubramaniam 
Anthony May 
Bruce MacLean 
Robert Cupit 
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Lisa Hunt 
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Kim Halliday 
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Jim Marshall 
Jane Mcgorman 
Peter McCluskey 
Lisa Schubert 
David Conder 
Maia Lauterbach 
James Black 
George Carrard 
Daniel Duran 
Raymond Graham 
Robert Pollock 
Stanley Jackson 
Nelma-Lee Lombardo 
Cameron Owen 
Lynley Cannon 
Marco Setiawan 
Bob Heggie 
Christelle Rance 
Chris Stokes 
Bronislaw Smolski 
Jens von Brasch 
Glenys Higgs 
David Tomkins 
Charme Galvin 
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Steve Kay 
Eduardo Farate 
Chris Jennings 
Andrew Tosti 
Gay McFadden 
Sean Sulistio 
Stephen Larkin 
Jesse Owens 
Shayne Burnet 
Christine Driver 
Jan OBrien 
Sam Lynch 
Eivind Bakkestuen 
Daphne Ho 
Jeremy Grogan 
Rebecca Vogele 
Jeffrey Barker 
Hugh Maguire 
Belinda Foggie 
Rose Burr 
Jill Smith-Moore 
Kathy Coulson 
Michael Poe 
Brendan Dyson 
Heather Borle 
Caroline Stockbridge 
Adam Brayshaw 
Chris Brownell 
Anthony Vivian 
Roger Kent 
Theo Gianotis 
Jean Kirkley 
Annie Nielsen 
Graeme Fisher 
Peter Hughes 
Jason King 
Patrick Pheeney 
Michael Sleba 
Steve Crispinbrown 
Simon Tse 
William Hart 
Amir Tambrchi 
Annette Poesaste 
Brian Semple 
John Baker 
Huseyin Turem 
Therese Sheehan 
Linda Andrews 
Bill Frauendorff 
Ray Schmidt 
John Taylor 
Nikki Scott 
Helen Redmond 
Janine Cross 

Bradley Schultz 
Mike Hajsiuk 
Graham Herbert 
Sapoty Brook 
Josie Evans 
Belinda Kent 
Denise McCahon 
Colin Mason 
Malcolm Shore 
Robert Grasby 
G N Newsam 
David Maplesden 
Greg Swan 
Chris Pallett 
Hamish Muller 
Helen Hoffman 
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WeeKing Soh 
Judith Taylor 
John Kennedy 
Eddie Laird 
Geoffrey Taylor 
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Mary Morrison 
Fred Martin 
Marcia Southwell 
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Julie Cox 
Graham Cox 
Delys Fuller 
Chris Betteridge 
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Sally Woodhead 
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Wendy Chapman 
Dianne Tran 
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Peter Delaney 
John Mobbs 
Patricia Carey 
Dennis Woodford 
Barry Kouwenhoven 
Steven Fryer 
Marion Gevers 
Karen Betts 
Julie Pearson 
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Lucinda Atkinson 
Mark Ward 

Sharon Flux 
Michael Peters 
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David del Sole 
John Elson 
Jenny Channells 
Martin Rosenbaum 
Chris Irving 
Simon Beard 
Sarina Skiba 
Paul Davies 
Michael Mangold 
Donna Bowers 
Mertsi Saari 
Karen Dickson 
Norman O Brien 
Ian Herron 
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Paul Cochrane 
Bobby Cunningham 
Rufus Clarke 
Greg Rostron 
Mitchell Mathas 
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Kathryn Dalton 
Petra Liverani 
Keith Fletcher 
David Cane 
Susan Mason 
Christfried Webers 
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John Dickeson 
Jo Natoli 
Fiona Workman 
Rosemary Green 
Sandy Brain 
Marc Calleeuw 
Rod Silver 
Graham Holmes 
Roger Green 
Justin Foster 
Warren Luckham 
Neil McMahon 
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Edwin Edwards 
Ralph Bergstrom 
Steve Sant 
Andrew Davis 
Alan Kempton 
Eliza Gruszecka 
Michael Marczan 
Michael Cosby 
Dawne Shapcott 
Angela Linus 
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Louise Gilbert 
Paul Sowter 
John Lowe 
T Tolvay 
Trevor Howells 
Patricia Lovelock 
Bryan Bourke 
Vincent Fenech 
Belinda Weber 
Anne Patteson 
James Foy 
Bradley Croft 
John Lindley 
Garry Matthews 
Colin Shepherd 
Carole Hubbard 
Andrew Kingston 
Denise Hallahan 
David Roberts 
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Garry Starkey 
Regina Starkey 
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Paul Westaway 
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David Edwards 
Anthony Witham 
Kris Scott 
Anthony Bowden 
Darryl Coffey 
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Barbara Johnston 
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John Seal 
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Anthony Waller 
Lois Randall 
Greg Smith 

Frans Van Dyk 
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Rito Rodriguez 
Jean Menzies 
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Barry Adams 
Robert Hart 
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Tony Mitchell 
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Glenn Willard 
John Taylor  
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Denise Lee 
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Jill Mills 
Chris Kirtley 
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Donald Wishart 
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Fred Travis 
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Ian Robinson 
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Andrew Lister 
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Peter Hyssett 
Ryan K 
Stephen Costan 
Helen Dykes 
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Duane Walker 
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Denise Woods 
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Anthony Soligo 
Garry Leicester 
Bruce Robertson 
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Roger Dutton 
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Ken Hooke 
Valora Albertsen 
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Christopher Addis 
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Joshua Clarke 
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Adam Barker 
Edwin Cameron 
Geoffrey Bradshaw 
Geoffrey De Wind 
Carl Garley 
Clio Hertzberg 
Catherine Peters 
John Lafferty 
David Willie 
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Jeny Shepherd 
Jimmy Lee 
Charles Davis 
Francis Horwood 
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Catherine Macleish 
Carol Bradley 
Michael Walker 
Brian Gitsham 
Gregory Nelson 
Regina Kohlert 
Denis Hull 
Laurence Mooney 
Peggy Lasa 
Bruce Miller 
Dean Lombard 
Allan Lansdowne 

Ben Hope 
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Nancye Read 
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Joy McGrane 
Euan Thomas 
Stephanie Mitchell 
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Steve Allen 
Alan Forster 
Greg Harper 
George Lasa 
Andrea Robertson 
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Ronald Rooks 
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Frank Vos 
Chris Mansfield 
Ruth Young 
Kristy Parrish 
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Peggy Hodgson 
Graham Phillips 
Mary Sharpe 
Simon Cook 
Jo Adams 
Phillip Snider 
Cassandra Sanders 

Gordon Garradd 
Gordon Stewart 
Robyne Hobson 
Christopher Cameron 
Geoff Melton 
David Horwood 
Sandra Jones 
Joan Wanstall 
Andrew Lewis 
Brian Dodd 
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Dominic May 
Norman Archibald 
Jill Farrand 
Michael Mcillhatton 
Jeff Barr 
John McMah 
Glen Anderson 
Helen Thompson 
Geoff Roney 
John Metcalfe 
George Chodkiewicz 
Robert Braithwaite 
Nancy Hall 
Peter Parle 
Brett Walker 
Kevin ORielly 
Tim Boydle 
Michael Lum 
Maureen Shippen 
Chris Corrigan 
Graham Macnish 
Michael Qualmann 
Vince Schubert 
Lee-Ann Grosberg 
Maureen Petzel 
Brian Edwards 
Chas Braithwaite 
Suzy Gaal 
Neil Henderson 
Gayle Newnham 
Peter Watmore 
Ken Hillier 
Garry Davis 
Kristin Stempf de Vargas 
Bert Evio 
Geoffrey Lennard 
Ian Gill 
Lorraine Denovan 
Trisha O Keefe 
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Vel McNamara 
Ashley Kaar 
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Submissions that deviated from Choice’s pro-forma submission 
 
 
Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
This needs to be addressed asap, please do not ignore it as many thousands of Australians are 
suffering greatly with inflated energy prices. For example, when I asked for an extension to pay my 
massive electricity bill last year (even though I use minimal electricity as I live on my own and are on a 
disability pension), the response I got from Synergy was "well stop using so much electricity, then you 
won't have a problem"!!!!!! Disgraceful.  
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Amanda Thompson 
 
Perth WA 6010, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. As it is I cant 
cope with the increasing bills for only very little usage!!! I am struggling even on my paid job, 
struggling to eat let alone pay the bill in installments among many other bills! Why are you 
inconsiderate of this fact electricity companies??? I dont want to pay more than i can afford to put a 
meal on my table and keep a roof over my head! If you want our continued business, then suggest u 
loweerr the electricity rates by 50-60% so then we dont lose our homes or skive off paying a bill 
because we cant afford to pay you!!! It makes sense if u lower the rates, you will get MORE people 
paying you and more giving u business! So grow up and get with the times and be realistic!!!! 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Chelle Destefano 
 
Adelaide SA 5163, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. Decentralised and 
distributed energy production from wind and residential solar system is changing the way energy is 
produced and distributed. Blindly investing into an outdated model of only centralised power stations 
and costly transmission infrastructure is a dead end. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Christfried Webers 
 
Canberra ACT 2602, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Many consumers cannot afford to pay these high prices and should only pay for the electricity that 
they need, not for unnecessary infrastructure. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
David Bedford 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
In my own circumstances, I am a small PV energy generator via the solar system on my roof.  In 
investing in this technology, hundreds of thousands of Australians have lowered the pressure on 
infrastructure, by generating energy that goes to their neighbours with negligible transmission loss 
through existing poles and wires.  We have also contributed to the lowering of demand during peak 
load periods in summers, where transmission losses are typically at their greatest. 
 
 
 
The National Energy Market has become a system to serve suppliers, rather than consumers, and I 
urge you to redress the supplier bias of the last ten years and understand that energy is a basic need 
in the modern age, and is not something that should be put out of reach of the aged, the poor, or the 
otherwise disadvantaged. 
 
 
 
Energy does not have to be expensive if the reliance on non-green solutions is reduced, and we move 
to a sustainable supply chain that makes use of existing infrastructure in partnership with new green 
technologies. 
 
 
David Burne 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
As a self-funded retiree I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 
2014. 
 
 
 
This was far worse than the carbon tax. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
David Horwood 
 
Sandringham  VIC 3191, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
Australian electricity prices doubling between 2007 and 2014 is just one bit of evidence for the one-
sided approach to network management by energy distributors. A close reading of the rules for 
making network determinations makes it very clear that upgrading and building new infrastructure is 
the simplest way for network businesses to make money. Changing the rules so that it's as simple to 
help end-users reduce or shift demand will change the networks' approach and yield a string of 
related benefits including lower overall prices, lower bills for households, greater amenity for low 
income households (by helping them to overcome financial barriers to upgrading major household 
appliances such as heaters, hot water systems, and fridges), and better environmental outcomes 
through reduced emissions. 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
Dean Lombard 
Footscray VIC 3011, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014 for now other 
reason than to enrich hidden men, rather than encourage people to cut down on energy consumption. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Dennis White 
 
Sydney NSW 2069, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
I have a 3kw solar electricity system and solar hot water. 
I see new home installations everywhere.  
Our local council is putting in a 15 megawatt solar farm So, to me it seems logical to decentralize. 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
Dennis Woodford 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014 and I am concerned 
that this does not reflect any kind of commitment to reducing carbon emissions. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. I feel very strongly about this since we are so short of time to 
effect real change and prevent disaster. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. I appreciate 
you taking this very seriously. 
 
 
 
Thank you very much 
 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
Di Rayson 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
It seems to be some sort of game.  Imagine greatly more capacity requirement than needed - install 
that capacity and charge greatly inflated prices for the excess installation THEN complain about solar 
installation. 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Errol Firminger 
 
Melbourne VIC 3125, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
Please save our valuable resources, including electricity! 
 
 
 
I am deeply concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Fiona Workman 
 
Sydney NSW 2039, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
I support the campaign initiative of Choice to encourage more effective use of electricity and the 
lowering of energy cost. 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Frank Dawson 
Victoria 3664, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
Especially for businesses, it doesn't make sense that commercial gets charged almost double 
servicing fees for doing the exact same thing, same meter, same spot, same time. It doesn't make 
sense that commercial is not allowed night tariff.  
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Frans Van Dyk 
 
Townsville QLD 4810, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
As I can see from my bills, Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014.  This has 
created some stress for me and I am concerned about future increases if regulatory changes to 
encourage competition and different thinking are not introduced. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please fix our electricity market and do the right thing by Australian consumers such as me. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Giuseppe De Simone 
 
Kew VIC 3101, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
Today I would like to communicate to you that I am concerned that Australian electricity prices 
doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Glen Wheatley 
 
Glenside SA 5065, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014, not for myself, as I 
have been off-grid since 1991, but I know others who are suffering from the excessively high power 
prices. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Gordon Garradd 
 
New South Wales 2340, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
My own experiences over a number of years working with Western Power in WA lead me to believe 
that reform of this kind is essential to push these unwieldy organisations toward providing better 
services, instead of mindlessly continuing with business-as-usual practices. I would hope that this 
change being made in the NEM would encourage WA to follow suit in our own rules. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ian Dodson 
 
Perth WA 6022, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
The cost of electricity for our household more than doubled from 2007 to 2014, even though my wife 
and I are retired and our lifestyle has not changed.  My military superannuation pension (which was 
indexed to CPI) definitely did not double over this period and I have concluded that my electricity 
supplier has been encouraged to "dip his hand deeper into my pocket" because the rules allow him to.  
All the reports I've read indicate that money is being legally wasted on un-needed infrastructure.  You 
can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles and wires’ in the 
future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.   It will provide greater 
incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that reduce demand fairly and 
benefit all consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
James Elsbury 
 
Canberra ACT 2612, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. And put them underground in inner city areas so we don't look like a 3rd world 
country and have streets of ridiculous lopped (not pruned) trees please. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
Jana Atrens



  Page 29  
  

Dear AEMC, 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014, with over half of 
this related to network costs for building infrastructure to meet projected increases in consumption 
and peak demand, much of which has not eventuated.  
 
Your Power of Choice research showed that if Australia realised the full potential of it's available 
demand management resources, this could save households $120-500 a year off their electricity bills. 
Power of Choice also recommended a Rule change to make the Demand Management Incentive 
Scheme more effective.  
 
Three years on, that Rule Change is now finally being considered. Please follow through on your 
2012 Power of Choice recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme Rule 
Change and enable our electricity network business to invest in demand management to reduce peak 
demand in constrained areas, rather than invest in further network infrastructure which we as 
consumers will have to pay for, for decades to come. 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and help ensure our electricity market 
regulation meets the National Electricity Objective by incentivising behaviour from our electricity 
network businesses that is in the best, long term interests of consumers. 
 
Kind regards, 
Jenni Downes 
Sydney NSW 2015, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
I am also concerned that in Victoria, the solar feed-in rebate was reduced on 1st February 2015, from 
8 cents to 6.2 cents per kwh, a reduction of 27%, in (my case), in 3 months: equivalent to 108% per 
annum.  I have received no notification of this - it just happened. This measly 27% of what I have to 
pay peak rate (c. 23cents per kwh).  There is nothing fair about this - it is a rip off! 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
John Nightingale
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future- although I am certainly supportive of changing poles and wires where there 
are safety issues.  
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
Julie Cody
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future, albeit maintenance must be maintained 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ken  Hooke 
 
Sunshine Coast QLD 4556, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. This has huge 
impact on people living on low or relatively fixed incomes as well as being unsustainable for the 
general population. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kristin Stempf de Vargas 
 
Melbourne VIC 3032, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
The service fee on our power bill is ridiculous & in many cases higher than the actual power we 
consume. This is a totally unfair charge that gets higher every bill. Where does this end. 
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Lin Chandler 
 
Queensland 4613, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
Between 2007 and 2014 the cost of the electricity I use doubled. This is of concern to me and to many 
others in the community. 
 
 
 
Changing the rules would help ensure billions of dollars are not wasted on unnecessary ‘poles and 
wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Lynda Gordom-Squire 
 
Sydney NSW 2193, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. Money that could be spent on clean renewable energy to help us quickly get 
out of dirty fossil fuel generated energy and avoid dangerous climate change. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Michael and Jenny Ellwood 
 
Sydney NSW 2076, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
South Australia has the highest electricity costs in the world, this is shameful. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Milan Foll 
 
Woodcroft SA 5162, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014 because you were 
asleep at the helm and had established an incentive scheme that established an outrageous conflict 
of interest for the industry to make more money by building transmissions systems we do not need 
and of the wrong type for the distributed power generation systems of the future.  
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. I imagine you 
may also be held legally liable if you do not act responsibly. I for one would be very pleased to see a 
class action regarding the $45B that appears to have been wasted in systems we do not need. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Paul Room 
 
Canberra ACT 2617, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am deeply concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. Please do something for ordinary consumers this once by following through 
on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme Rule Change and 
support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Paula Gunning 
 
Adelaide SA 5008, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. If it is not fixed 
there will be a lot of people living in the dark 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Robyn Coleman 
 
Adelaide SA 5092, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
Much has been made of electricity prices over the past few years with the issue being very much on 
the political agenda.  It seems, however, that despite all the talk, little has been done to ensure that 
consumers are made aware of the need to reduce energy use and that there are incentives in place to 
encourage consumers to do so.  Reduced energy use benefits society through reduced emissions 
and the individual through reduced costs. 
 
 
 
Ways of generating and distributing power are changing with changing technology and energy 
companies need incentives to implement new, cleaner and more efficient generation, distribution and 
use.  Incentives currently reward unnecessary provision and upgrading of ‘poles and wires’, which is a 
wasteful use of money. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  It will provide greater 
incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that reduce demand and benefit 
consumers. 
 
 
 
We need to ensure businesses become more responsive to community and customer needs in 
developing their business strategies;  please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and 
fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Rosemary Hook 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
======== 
 
I want to see renewable energy supplying at least 50% on Australia's electricity by 2025 provided that 
this is sufficient reduction of carbon emissions to keep the temp. increase below 2 deg C. 
 
======== 
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Sapoty Brook 
 
New South Wales 2482, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
Action needs to be taken to assist struggling families and pensioners in our country. I too am 
concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Scott Spaulding 
 
Melbourne VIC 3138, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
With the rise of the lithium battery (becoming cheaper and more available by the year) I am fairly sure 
that the distribution of electricity will be at crisis point within a decade as more and more people store 
sufficient electricity for their daily needs and elect to disconnect from the grid. 
When this happens the "grid" will need to have contingency plans to wind down. 
I'm not sure how this fits in with your considerations but the changes I see coming will significantly 
affect the cost-effectiveness of "poles and wires" in the fairly near future - I believe you need to start 
planning a response to this change. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Simon Beard 
Tasmania 7054, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014 and will continue to 
increase at rates way above the 'Cost of Inflation'. 
 
 
 
As the requirement for energy has decreased, these rules can be changed to help ensure we don’t 
waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
Tony Grounds 



  Page 46  
  

Dear AEMC, 
 
 
 
I am concerned that Australian electricity prices doubled between 2007 and 2014. 
 
 
 
Right now, you can change the rules to help ensure we don’t waste billions on unnecessary ‘poles 
and wires’ in the future. 
 
 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system.  Please do more to support 
solar energy - here in the NT sun is something we get a lot of, why not use it? 
 
 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
v mitchell 
 
Northern Territory 0870, Australia 
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Dear AEMC, 
 
Please follow through on your 2012 recommendation for the Demand Management Incentive Scheme 
Rule Change and support a cleaner, more decentralised energy system. 
 
According to Chris Dunstan from the Institute for Sustainable Futures at UTS: 
 
"Electricity consumption is trending down, while solar power is steadily increasing. Lights, appliances 
and buildings are becoming more efficient, and battery energy storage and electric vehicles are 
expected to proliferate. 
 
It will provide greater incentives for electricity distribution businesses to undertake projects that 
reduce demand and benefit consumers. 
 
It sounds encouraging, but we are at a turning point. The development of a cleaner, more affordable 
and sustainable energy future depends crucially on what happens next. Will our energy companies 
seek to embrace or delay decentralised energy?" 
 
If this rule change is not adopted, it will lock Australia into an outmoded, centralised model of 
electricity generation, at a time when technology and market trends all point towards more 
decentralised energy. 
 
Please do the right thing by Australian energy consumers and fix our electricity market. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Xavier Mayes 
New South Wales 2776, Australia 
 


